Stanford Fichtman
November 23, 1923 - November 1, 2019

Stanford Fichtman, 95, graduated from life on November 1, 2019 in Laguna Hills,
California. A native of New York City, he was born on November 23 1923. Soon after
graduating from high school, he joined the military in 1942 during the height of World War
2. He served his country with distinction in the Pacific Theater of Operations as a highspeed manual radio operator, being part of the New Guinea, Leyte, and Luzon campaigns.
After the war, he was part of the General Douglas Macarthur’s Occupation Forces in
Tokyo, honorably discharged at the beginning of 1946.
With a G.I. Bill, Stanford then went back to school, earning his Aircraft and Power plant
license at the Academy of Aviation in New York. This would introduce him to the growing
commercial aviation industry in which he would spend the next 52 years. His first job out
of Academy was with Northwest Airlines. At the time, he married Rose Sird and became a
first-time father to his beloved daughter, Rose E. in 1947.
In 1966 he got his dream assignment to work in Hawaii, as the Honolulu Maintenance
Service Manager for Northwest Airlines. In 1968, he married Joanne Helena
Mehrkampher of Michigan and gained a son, Bruce Elliot. Stanford Joseph would be born
in 1974 in Honolulu, Hawaii.
Also in 1968, after 20 years with Northwest Airlines, Stanford was hired as Director of
Maintenance of Hawaii inter-island airline Aloha Airlines. This would start a 17-year
relationship with the airline, rising to the ranks of Vice President of Maintenance. Known
as being firm, but fair with his management, he would serve Aloha, with distinction, until
his retirement in 1984.
Never being one to quietly retire, Stanford would go onto work in the commercial aviation
industry, using his skills learned through Northwest and Aloha to help airlines in Hawaii,
Aruba and Seattle Washington. The highlight of this part of his career was working in the
Peoples Republic of China for 7 years, from 1990-1997, at both the Guangzhou Aircraft
Maintenance Engineering Co. and China Southern Airlines of Canton, China.
In 2000, after a long career in aviation, Stanford finally retired and took up travelling. From
cruises to class reunions, Stanford and Joanne enjoyed their golden years while also

enjoying the time with their grandchildren. In 2010, Joanne graduated from life. In 2014,
after living in Hawaii, a place he and Joanne loved for 48 years, Stanford left and split his
time living with his son Bruce in Oregon and daughter Rose in California.
His three children, daughter Rose and son’s Bruce and Stanford J. survive Stanford
Fichtman. Six grandchildren, RoseEllen, Robert Stanford, Sarah Elizabeth, David Bruce,
Jordan Elliot and Rachel Haiyi. He is blessed with three Great-Grandchildren, Tessa Rose
Fichtman, Maxwell Robert Shea and Ryan Robert Jeffers. His brothers, Louis and Harold,
precede him in death.
Stanford will be interred at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific at Punchbowl.
Date pending.

Cemetery
National Cemetery of The Pacific
2177 Puowaina Drive
Honolulu, HI, 96813

Comments

“

More details of his WWII Service..
Stanford Fichtman enlisted in the United States Army on Oct 31, 1942, less than a
month from his 19th birthday. He was sent to Miami, Florida for basic training and
Sioux Falls, South Dakota for his technical training. He was assigned to the 333rd
Signal Company, Troop Carrier Wing. He was trained as a high-speed manual radio
operator. He earned the level of Sharpshooter in the Carbine Rifle. His unit was sent
to the Pacific Theater of Operations. The 333rd Signal Company had the mission of
locating the enemy and reporting back to the appropriate troops. They used
Cryptography to send and decipher messages. It was necessary for them to move
around to avoid detection. Because of this mission, they could not send and receive
mail to family and friends as regularly as other servicemen. Even when they could
correspond, they could not tell where they were stationed. While on one of the
islands he contracted a bad case of dengue fever. He received the Asiatic Pacific
Service Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, the World War II Victory Medal, the
Philippines Liberation Ribbon, and the American Service Medal. His unit received the
Philippine Presidential Unit Citation – Oct 17, 1944 to July 4, 1945 and participated in
the New Guinea, Leyte, and Luzon campaigns. After the war ended, he was part of
the General Douglas Macarthur’s Occupation Forces in Tokyo. He was Honorably
Discharged on January 8, 1946 at Fort Dix New Jersey after serving just over 3 years
and 2 months.
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1 file added to the album Memories Album
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